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Course Description

“Man is an animal suspended in webs of significance he himself has spun.”

- Clifford Geertz

This course is designed to introduce you to the study of society and what sociologists call the 
sociological imagination -- a way of viewing the events, relationships and social phenomena that 
shape our individual lives and much of our collective experience. Sociologists investigate the structure 
of groups, organizations, and societies, and ask how and why people interact within these contexts. 
Sociology explores the social conditions that enable and constrain the courses of action that any 
individual can take, meaning it is often at the forefront of identifying and proposing solutions to major
forms of inequality and injustice. Throughout the course, you will be asked to consider the ways in 
which society affects your life, and how you, in turn, affect society. We will examine some of the 
central concepts and problems that preoccupy sociologists and gain a sense of how the sociological 
imagination can illuminate the social forces that have a concrete impact on our everyday lives. 

Course Philosophy

I believe sociology is inherently interesting to most everyone -- it tackles issues that are central to our 
everyday lives, such as gender relations, racial identities, and religious expression. As your instructor, I 
see my role as being the one to help you develop a sociological perspective so you can better 
understand your own experiences and struggles. You are probably already thinking about many of the 
issues we will cover in this course, and I want you to walk away from this course with the ability to use
sociological concepts and methods to understand these issues. I know many of you are not sociology 
majors and are on your way to careers in medicine, law, or community activism -- this may be the only 
sociology course you take, and my goal is to properly introduce you and give you some tools from the 
sociological toolkit to take with you. 

My approach to teaching and learning stems directly from my experience as a student. I’ve learned 
most from courses that asked me to engage with others in the classroom, to frequently summarize 
and engage with readings, and to synthesize information across readings and topics. So this course is 
built on those concepts. You will engage in discussions with others in the class in the forums and 
group activities, you will write short essays that synthesize readings and concepts in the exams and 
assignments, and you will be asked to summarize readings and concepts in the weekly journals and 
forums. 
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Textbooks and Technology

     The following texts are required:

 Introduction to Sociology 2e. Openstax. Free PDF online. (OS)

 Writing for Sociology 2nd ed. Edited by Jones & Quinn. Free PDF online. 

 Getting Culture. Edited by Hartmann & Uggen. (GC)

 Color Lines and Racial Angles. Edited by Hartmann & Uggen. (CL)
 All other course readings can be found in the digital course pack.

    
     This course will utilize the following technologies:

 Google Hangouts
 Google Drive
 Flipgrid

Communication 

There are four ways to contact the instructor and/or other students in the course: 

Course Q & A: This is an open forum where you can ask questions that both the instructor 
and the rest of the class can respond to. This is a good place for quick questions about 
assignments and due dates, as other students are likely to have the same questions you are 
having or might answer faster than I can. I prefer this over email. I will check this forum at 
least once every weekday.

Dialogue With Your Instructor: This is my preferred venue for having private conversations with 
students. Please use this anytime you have a question or concern you want only me to see. I 
prefer this over email. I will check this forum at least once every weekday.

Virtual Office Hours: If you want to have a virtual face-to-face chat with me, I have virtual office
hours by appointment via Google Hangouts. To set a time for this, simply shoot me a message 
via Dialogue With Your Instructor and we can set up a time. This is recommended for when you
have questions that require more than you can convey in an email or if you just want to chat 
about some of the readings or concepts we are learning. Always happy to chat!

E-mail:  frost166@umn.edu. Please use email in emergency situations only. Use Dialogue with 
Instructor or Course Q & A to contact me for all other course-related issues.
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Expectations
This is an introductory course, but it will require your sustained effort and commitment. Be prepared 
to read everything thoroughly and respond thoughtfully. There are no multiple choice quizzes or 
assignments you can do without doing the readings and being engaged in the weekly discussions. 
Learning about sociology means learning a whole new perspective with which to understand the 
world around you. Like learning a new language, this takes work and requires active reading, asking 
questions, and keeping an open mind. 

Finally, I want to emphasize that this must remain a safe space for everyone. Considering and 
respecting alternative perspectives, beliefs, and values is a prerequisite for thinking sociologically. We 
will cover many topics that can and will elicit emotions and can quickly become triggers for you or 
others in the class. So please be respectful of others in your posts and discussions. This is an online 
space, which makes it easier to forget that we are all humans with feelings and complex lives. 
Personal attacks, disparaging remarks, or attempts to dominate the conversation will not be 
tolerated. We will certainly disagree on some things and many of us will learn new information that 
challenges things we held to be true for a long time – both of which are good things. Learning requires
keeping an open mind and reflecting critically on what you know and do not know. I ask that everyone
keep this in mind when engaging in what I hope will be numerous lively discussions throughout the 
course.

Late Submissions and Make-up Work

I accept late work only for certain reasons and only when you have obtained permission in advance. I 
will consider late submissions if you have a legitimate reason for requesting an extension. Legitimate 
reasons include illness, a pressing family matter, and cases in which you can demonstrate that you 
have major work due in more than one class on the same day.

Withdrawals
Week 10 is the last week to withdraw without your college's approval. For details check the 
Cancel/Add & Refund Deadlines page.

Incompletes
An "Incomplete" requires prior approval from the instructor for extraordinary circumstances. 
Incompletes are rarely given.
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Grading

Reading Journal 130 points (13 total – 10 points each)

Forum Participation 200 points (5 summaries – 30 points each, 5 responses – 10 
                                  points each)

Activities 170 points 
  Introduce Yourself!      15 points
  Pick a Method       25 points
  Journal Article Review      30 points
  Mapping Intersectionality      30 points
  Podcasts and Public Sociology    30 points
  Social Movement Strategies       40 points

Exams 300 points (3 total – 100 points each)

Final Paper 200 points 
   Paper proposal:     20 points
   Paper outline:       50 points
   Final paper:    130 points

Total 1000 points
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Assignment Descriptions (detailed assignment guidelines will be provided separately)

Reading Journals:

The purpose of the weekly reading journal is to ensure that you are reading and to gauge your 
understanding of the readings on a week-to-week basis. I will pose two to three questions related to 
the reading for you to answer each week. This will be a low stakes assignment where you can work out
your understanding of the readings outside of the more formal forum posts (see below) and get 
feedback from me on a weekly basis.

Forum Participation

The forums will be a more high stakes and formal space where you will be expected to critically 
engage with the readings and with other students in the class. Five times during the semester you will 
write a 500-600 word summary and assessment of one or more readings from the week, and five 
times during the semester you will write 200-400 word responses to other students’ summaries. 
These forum posts will require more than simple summaries, and will ask you to compare and contrast
arguments, evaluate which arguments you find most convincing, and formulate discussion questions 
for the larger class based on your summary and assessment. This will not only be a good exercise in 
summary and critique, but it will also demonstrate how your interpretation of a reading might be 
different than another students’, and will introduce you to an array of opinions and perspectives that 
might open up your thinking about certain topics.

Exams

There will be three exams in the course. They will be open book and the you will have 2.5 days to 
complete them once they have opened. While the reading journals and forum posts will be spaces for 
you to summarize, evaluate, and ask questions about the readings, the exams will largely be focused 
on applying the concepts and theories you are learning to real-world situations. The exams will be 
essay-based and the questions will ask you to use what you have learned in class to explain a current 
event, evaluate a social policy, or compare and contrast proposed solutions to a social problem. The 
exams will be cumulative and will require you to think critically and creatively about the ways that 
sociological concepts and theories can be used to understand, and potentially improve, your social 
worlds. 
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Final Paper:

The final paper will be the culmination of all the skills and concepts learned throughout the course. 
Through the forums, reading journals, activities, and exams, you will have learned important 
sociological concepts and theories and how to apply them to real-world situations. In the final paper, 
you will take that knowledge and those skills to develop a sustained argument for or against a public 
policy. This paper assignment is broken up into three parts: a topic proposal, an outline, and the final 
product. You will receive feedback on each stage to help you write a stronger paper. 

Short Activities

  Introduce Yourself!:
    
In this activity, you will record a 30 second or so video introducing yourself to me and your classmates.
This will help give the class a sense of community, as it is an online class and will help everyone put a 
face to the names they will see in the forum discussions and group work they do. 

    
  Pick a Method:

You will be asked to read through a handful of research questions and propose sociological methods 
that would be most appropriate for answering these questions. This activity will help clarify the 
readings from Module 2 regarding theory and method in sociology and will give you a better 
understanding of how sociologists approach their research. It will also be good practice connecting 
theory and research, which you will be asked to do in their final paper assignment later in the course.

    
  Journal Article Review:

In this activity, you will be asked to use the library website to find a scholarly sociological journal 
article and summarize the article. Much of the work that sociologists, and social scientists more 
generally, do is published in journals, and it is important that you understand how to find and read 
journal articles. I will be providing a list of reading questions to answer to help guide the reading and 
summary and I will provide a “How-to” guide for you to use in regards to both finding and reading the 
articles.

  Mapping Intersectionality:     

In this activity, you will use a concept mapping tool to diagram your various social identities. The goal 
of this assignment is to reflect on your own social positions and to map it out to get a visual depiction 
of your social location.

7



  Podcasts and Public Sociology:     

This assignment will ask you to choose from a list of podcasts with sociologists and write up a short 
summary of the discussion and answer a few questions about how and why sociologists try to get 
their research heard beyond academic walls. 

  Social Movement Strategies:    

This is a group activity. You will be put into a group of 4 or 5 students and be assigned a social 
movement cause to research. I will provide six research questions and each group members will 
contribute to the discussion of the research questions. 
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Course Schedule

Week 1:               What is Sociology?

To read: 1. OS: Ch. 1: Intro, 1.1, 1.2, 1.4
2. Peter Berger. “Sociology as an Individual Pastime.” 
3. Jennifer Jones and Sarah Quinn. “Thinking and Reading for College.”  (Ch.1 - all)

Activity:   - Introduce Yourself! 

Assignments:    - Reading Journal
  - Sign up for Forum

Week 2:               Theory and Method in Sociology

To read: 1. Jennifer Jones and Sarah Quinn. “Understanding the Assignment.” (Ch.2: 2.1 – 2.5)
2. Jonathan Culler. “What is Theory?” 
3. Joel Best. “Telling the Truth about Damned Lies and Statistics.” 
4.  OS: Ch. 1: 1.3, Ch. 2: Intro, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3

Assignments:    - Forum Participation
  - Reading Journal 
 

Week 3:               Culture and Society

To read: 1. OS: Ch. 3: Intro, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, Ch. 4: 4.1, 4.2
2. GC: Kathy Hull. “Same-Sex, Different Attitudes.” 
3. GC: Arturo Baiocchi and Stephen Suh. “Together Alone with Eric Klinenberg.” 

Activity:   - Research Methods

Assignments:    -  Forum Participation
  -  Reading Journal
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Week 4:               Socialization and and the Social Construction of Reality

To read: 1.  OS: Ch. 4: 4.3, Ch. 5: Intro, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3
2.  Annette Lareau. “Concerted Cultivation and the Accomplishment of Natural 
Growth.” 
3.  GC:  Matt Wray. “Burning Man with Katherine K. Chen, S. Megan Heller, and Jon 
Stern.”

Assignments:    - Forum Participation
    - Reading Journal

Week 5:               Education and Social Stratification

To read: 1. OS: Ch. 9: Intro, 9.1, 9.2, 9.4;  Ch. 16: Intro, 16.1, 16.2, 16.3
2. CL: Richard Zweigenhaft and G. William Domhoff. “Diversity and the New CEOs.”
3. Richard Doner and Kirsten Widner. “School Readiness and Equal Opportunity Start at 
      Birth."    

Exam: - Exam 1: Opens Saturday of Week 5, Closes Monday of Week 6

Assignments:   - Forum Participation
   - Reading Journal

Week 6:               Gender and Sexuality 

To read: 1. OS: Ch. 12: Intro, 12.1, 12.2, 12.3
2. Gwen Sharp. “We Like You a Lot, Ms. Scientist, But We'd Rather Hire the Guy." 
3. Tristan Bridges. "Doing Gender with Wallets and Purses."  
4. Tristan Bridges. “Masculinity, Gender (Non)Conformity, and Queer Visibility.” 

Activity:   - Journal Article Review 

Assignments:    - Forum Participation
    - Reading Journal 
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Week 7:               Race and Ethnicity

To Read: 1. OS: Ch. 11: Intro, 11.1, 11.2, 11.3, 11.4, 11.5
2. CL: Meghan Burke. “Color Blindness vs. Race Consciousness – An American 
    Ambivalence.”
3. CL: Wendy Roth. “Latinos, Biculturalism, and the In-Between.”

Assignments:    - Forum Participation
    - Reading Journal 

Week 8:               Religion and Non-religion

To Read: 1. OS: Ch. 15: Intro, 15.1, 15.2, 15.3
2. GC: Daniel Winchester. “The Feel of Faith.” 
3. T.M. Luhrmann. “Religion without God.” 

Activity:  - Mapping Intersectionality 

Assignments:    - Forum Participation
    - Reading Journal 

Week 9:               The Basics of Academic Writing: Thesis, Organization, and Citations

To Read: 1. Jennifer Jones and Sarah Quinn. “The Writing Process.” (Ch. 3: all); “Mechanics.” (Ch. 
4: all); “Thesis Statements and Arguments.” (Ch. 5: all); “Handling Other People’s 
Writing.” (Ch. 6: all)

Final paper:    - Final Paper Proposal

Assignments:     - Reading Journal 
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Week 10:             Crime and Punishment

To Read: 1. OS: Ch. 7: Intro, 7.1, 7.2, 7.3
2. Sarah Shannon and Chris Uggen. “Visualizing Punishment.” 
3. CL: Kia Heise. “Exposing The New Jim Crow with Michelle Alexander.” 

Exam: Exam 2: Opens Saturday of Week 10, Closes Monday of Week 11

Assignments:    - Forum Participation
    - Reading Journal 

Week 11  :             Health and the Body

To Read: 1. OS: Ch. 19: Intro, 19.1, 19.2, 19.3, 19.4, 19.5
2. GC: Kyle Green. “Troubling Bodies with Natalie Boero, C.J. Pascoe, and Abigail Saguy.”
3. Norah MacKendrick. “Foodscapes."  

Activity:    - Podcasts and Public Sociology 

Assignments:     - Forum Participation
     - Reading Journal 

Week 12:             Globalization and the Environment

To Read: 1. OS:  Ch. 9: 9.3, Ch. 10: Intro, 10.1, 10.2, 10.3, Ch. 20, Intro, 20.1, 20.3
2. GC:  Claudio Benzecry. “All Together, Now: Producing Fashion at the Global Level.”
3. CL:  Hollie Nyseth Brehm and David N. Pellow. “Environmental Inequalities.”

Final Paper:      - Final Paper Outline

Assignments:       - Forum Participation
                    - Reading Journal
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Week 13:              Power, Politics, and Social Movements

To Read: 1. OS: Ch. 17: Intro, 17.1, 17.2, 17.3, 17.4, Ch. 21: Intro, 21.1, 21.2, 21.3
2. Steven Buechler. “Movements + Elections = Democracy.” 
3. GC: Kyle Green. “Coded Chaos and Anonymous with Gabriella Coleman.” 

Activity:   - Social Movement Strategies 

Assignments:    - Forum Participation
    - Reading Journal 

Week 14:             Wrap-up and Review

Exams: Exam 3: Opens Friday of Week 13, Closes Tuesday of Week 14

Final Paper: Final Paper: Due Friday of Week 14
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